
ERB STREET MENNONITE CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday March 29, 2020 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

 

NEW! Waterloo Region, like all of Canada, continues in the grip of the COVID-19 pandemic. Our 

church building is closed but the church office is open with more restricted hours (Tuesday-

Friday 12:00-3:00pm). Please limit contacts with church staff to telephone and email. Donations 

can be made by E-transfer to accounting@erbstchurch.ca, or mailing or dropping off a cheque at the 

church (or with Joyce or Geoff), or e-mailing Joyce at accounting@erbstchurch.ca to join the AFT (by 

far the best option for ESMC). 

In person worship services will be cancelled until health authorities deem that it is again safe for large 

groups of people to gather.  In the meantime, we are offering worship and prayer on Sunday 

mornings online through Zoom.  Instructions for time and access: 10:00am Sunday morning 

online using the following link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/613618307  

Let's take extra care of each other through telephone calls, emails and praying for one another during 

this time.  

YOUTH and Jr YOUTH 

NEW! The youth raised $457.60 for MDS (Mennonite Disaster Service) through the cinnamon bun 

fundraiser.  

NEW! Jr. Youth and Youth are invited to connect electronically in this time away. We have a new 

instagram account, @erbstreetyouth, please follow, and like and share content so we can stay 

connected. Another way to connect is through WhatsApp. Download WhatsApp through the App Store 

for free and contact Steph to be added to our youth and jr youth group chat.  

NEW! We will have a zoom story circle time for the children this coming Sunday, March 29 at 11am. 

Join us for 10-15 minutes of story and discussion. Email Steph at steph@erbstchurch.ca for the zoom 

link.  

NEW! Attention Erb Street Seniors Due to the changing world we are currently living in, the 

events on March 30, April 27 and May 8 are CANCELLED. We look forward to hopefully being outside 

for our annual BBQ in June. 

NEW! Erb Street Women will not be meeting again for sewing, quilting, and knotting until other 

church activities resume. 

Marlene Redekopp’s term as elder will come to an end in September 2020. As such, a new elder will 

be appointed. Nomination forms along with an Elder Ministry description, were sent out 

electronically earlier this week. Consider prayerfully who you feel will best serve the needs of the 

congregation. An Elder is a spiritual leader of the congregation, participating in the shared ministry of 

the church. The Elders, working with the pastoral staff carry out this ministry in three main ways. 

Elders assist in the planning and leading of worship services, including significant rites of the church 

such as communion and child dedication. Elders discern a vision of the church and the means by 

which that vision is fulfilled. Elders also interact with congregants on a more personal level, nurturing 

them through the various stages of life. Email your nomination to Franz Peters: franz@bell.net by end 

of March. 
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A new magazine available in the little Library Mennonite World Review. It describes the Mennonite 

story world-wide.  

Health authorities ask us to assist in controlling the spread of the COVID-19 virus. As a church 

community we want to act with prudence and protect our vulnerable. Worship services and most 

other events are cancelled for the next weeks. We are encouraged to: 

• Stay home  

• Self-isolate if we are sick or might have been in contact with the COVID-19 virus through travel 

or work 

• Avoid handshaking and touching one another, and maintain appropriate distance 

• Wash hands frequently and use hand sanitizers  

• Sneeze and cough into a tissue or your sleeve 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 

• Look out for our vulnerable friends and neighbours 

Library Update An interim Library Committee has been updating our church library. Books that have 

not been read for about 10-20 years have been selected to be given away. There are two sections in 

the Library where these books have been placed. The congregation is invited to take any books they 

may wish to own. 

Summer Camp Scholarships for Erb Street Families Peace and Justice ministries has dedicated 

$5,000 of the solar panel funds again in 2020 to help families at Erb Street send their children to 

Mennonite camps who would not otherwise be able to afford these camp experiences. The camps 

include Silver Lake Mennonite Camp, Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp and Fraser Lake Mennonite 

Camp. To find out more, talk to a pastor before March 30 to discuss how much of a scholarship is 

helpful and which camp the child wants to attend. 

Responding to Steph's sermon challenge:  Are you looking for ways to get to know others at Erb 

Street outside of your age group or social circle?  Volunteering together is a traditional Mennonite way 

of connecting and journeying with others in our community.   We are currently looking for a number 

of volunteers.  Notably the following groups are looking for more help:  Peace & Justice Ministry 

(chair: Nina Bailey-Dick), Library committee and Christian Education Ministry (chair: Joanne 

Bender).  Please contact a member of the Stewardship of Gifts team if you are interested in finding 

out more:  Sue Wahl, chair, Laurence Martin, Margaret Shantz, or Norm Warren. 

Offering Update as of March 22, 2020 

  

Offering incl 

average of AFT 
Budget 

Ahead of Budget 

(Behind Budget) 

Current Week $2,076.47  $6,413  ($4,337) 

Year to Date $49,885.78  $76,960  ($27,074) 

Last Year this time Year to Date $52,585.20  $77,724  ($25,138) 

March loose change offering for refugee sponsorship: $152.30 coin + $0.00 donation; YTD: 

$863.15 

Since we don't expect more loose change offerings this month, we counted what we had. 



Since there is no plate passing when we are not together, the offering is mostly regular 

AFT.  Offerings can be made by E-transfer to accounting@erbstchurch.ca, or mailing or dropping off a 

cheque at the church (or with Joyce or Geoff), or e-mailing Joyce at accounting@erbstchurch.ca to 

join the AFT (by far the best option for ESMC). 

The Stewardship of Gifts team is looking for a few individuals who would be willing to serve on a 

short-term (ad hoc) committee regarding use of Solar Panel funds.  This team would be tasked to put 

together both a policy and a process for how decisions about spending of these funds will happen in 

the future.  If this short-term opportunity to get involved interests you, please contact a member of 

Stewardship of Gifts:  Sue Wahl, chair, Laurence Martin, Margaret Shantz, or Norm Warren. 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

CANCELLED Menno Singers concert Sunday March 29, 3:00pm, Waterloo North Mennonite Church 

www.mennosingers.com 

CANCELLED Marion Roes presentation about her latest book at the Waterloo Historical Society 

meeting, Tuesday March 31. 

CANCELLED Open Rehearsal of The Inter-Mennonite Children's Choir Tuesday April 7, W-K 

United Mennonite Church imcc.conductor@rogers.com 

 

NEW! New announcements this week  

*Check bulletin board and literature table for more information. 

Church Office:  519.886.3570   www.erbstchurch.ca https://www.facebook.com/hymn606/   
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