
ERB STREET MENNONITE CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2020 

 

                                                             CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

 

NEW! Thank you to everyone who has responded to the Discernment Team questions. If you 

have not yet done so, please send your response to the team by Monday, April 27 at: 

discernment_team@erbstchurch.ca  

To request a phone conversation with a team member, please indicate that in your response. 

Discernment Team: Henry Paetkau (chair), Gretta Unger-Peters, Nancy Brubaker 

In person worship services are cancelled until health authorities deem that it is again safe for large 

groups of people to gather.  In the meantime, we are offering worship and prayer on Sunday 

mornings online through Zoom.  Instructions for time and access: 10:00am Sunday morning 

online using the following link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/613618307 Let's take extra care of each 

other through telephone calls, emails and praying for one another during this time. 

Our church building is closed but the church office is open with reduced hours (Tuesday-Friday 

12:00-3:00pm). Please limit contacts with church staff to telephone and email.  

 

Donations can be made by E-transfer to accounting@erbstchurch.ca, or mailing or dropping off a 

cheque at the church (or with Joyce or Geoff), or e-mailing Joyce at accounting@erbstchurch.ca to 

join the AFT (by far the best option for ESMC). 

Rudy Baergen is not in the church office but available by calling his cell phone. These are anxious, 

stressful times, so please feel to call and ask for a moment of prayer. With God’s help we will get 

through this together. 

More time on your hands? Looking for meaningful things to do at home? Erb Street has committed to 

a Named Refugee Sponsorship for 5 members of Esperance's family.  MCC has accepted the 

initial paperwork and help bring these family members to Canada.  Volunteer's are needed to help 

complete the application forms for these family members.  If you are able to help with this, please 

contact Luke Reesor-Keller, Peace and Justice Committee. 

NEW! Hey Zoomer!  Geoff Vanderkooy is looking for others who would like to help or try their hand 

at hosting the online service.  Comes with full training and support.  E-mail Geoff at: 

it.chair@erbstchurch.ca 

NEW! Community Gardens The letter has already been presented to the government to request 

growing food at gardens as an essential service. But don't let that stop you from contacting your MPP 

or public health to voice your opinion.  You can also still sign the petition here: 

https://sustainontario.com/2020/03/31/community-gardens-essential-food-service/ 

Registration is open for this summer's upcoming Vacation Bible Camp, July 13-17 at Knox 

Presbyterian Church! The theme this year is God's Great Big Beautiful World. Register online at: 

https://knoxwaterloo.ca/ssl/forms/view.php?id=32564. 
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Voices Together is coming! 

ESMC council is looking ahead to the day when we will again worship together in our sanctuary and 

have agreed to purchase the new Voices Together hymnal for our church.  Ordering by May 1 will 

ensure a 10% discount on printed hymnals. Anyone who would like to join in the order can also take 

advantage of this discount. Congregants can also share in the purchase directly by buying hymnals 

for the church, as a donation, or in memory of a loved one.  If you would like to add to our order, 

please contact Marg Hull (elder.margh@erbstchurch.ca or 519.635.7453) by Monday April 27.  To 

see the options, go to http://voicestogetherhymnal.org/ 

If you are ordering and want to pay by E-transfer, please send to accounting@erbstchurch.ca and it 

will auto deposit. If you are purchasing a hymnal for your own use, there will be no donation receipt 

for this. 

 

Offering Update as of April 19, 2020 

  

Offering incl average 

of AFT 
Budget 

Ahead of Budget 

(Behind Budget) 

Current Week $3,578.50  $6,413  ($2,835) 

Year to Date $68,327.75  $102,614 ($34,286) 

Last Year this time Year to 

Date $76,537.69  $103,631 ($27,094) 

Loose change offering for refugee sponsorship: $0.00 coin + $0.00 donation, YTD: $863.15 

Since there is no plate passing when we are not together, the offering is mostly regular 

AFT.  Offerings can be made by e-transfer to accounting@erbstchurch.ca, or mailing or dropping off a 

cheque at the church (or with Joyce or Geoff), or e-mailing Joyce at accounting@erbstchurch.ca to 

join the AFT (by far the best option for ESMC). 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

NEW! Silver Lake Mennonite Camp (SLMC) Update 

- The SLMC Annual General Meeting will be held remotely on Saturday May 9 at 2:00pm. Please email 

fun@slmc.ca for meeting link and password. 

- For weekly COVID-19 updates and decisions about summer camp and events at SLMC, please visit 

our website  www.slmc.ca 

NEW! As announced previously, in light of the current public health crisis, the New Hamburg 

Mennonite Relief Sale organizing committee made the difficult decision to cancel the much-loved 

and much-anticipated 2020 NHMRS and quilt auction. Today, we are excited to announce that we will 

be going forward with a live online quilt auction on May 30. We are calling it Spring into Auction: 

100 Quilts for 100 years of MCC (Mennonite Central Committee) Relief. To provide the best bidding 

experience and, of course, raise the most funds possible for the good work of MCC, the quilt 

committee, after much consideration, has curated 100 quilts, to reflect 100 years of MCC, to sell via 

live auction. Some of the remaining quilts will be sold at a fixed price and others will be sold at other 

events. All quilts will have minimum bids and all the funds raised will still go to MCC. The quilts have 

been categorized to ensure there is a wide breadth of types and designs available in each sales 
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channel. Questions or concerns: quilts@nhmrs.com 

During these times of uncertainty, we covet your prayers even more for the most vulnerable among 

us and for work of the NHMRS organizers.  

We also want to send our thanks to you, our quilters, for your support and for providing so much 

beauty in our lives over the 54 years of NHMRS. 

NEW! New announcements this week  

*Check bulletin board and literature table for more information. 

Church Office:  519.886.3570   www.erbstchurch.ca    https://www.facebook.com/hymn606/   
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