
ERB STREET MENNONITE CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday May 24, 2020 

 

                                                    CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

During this pandemic: 

• Worship services Sunday mornings 10:00am online through Zoom. Use the following 

link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/613618307 or call one of the following Toronto 

numbers (647.558.0588 or 647.374.4685) and use Meeting ID 613 618 307.  If this is long 

distance for you, consider a long-distance pre-dial service like 10-10-100. Cost is about $1. 

• Our church building is closed but the church office is open with reduced hours (Tuesday-

Friday 12:00-3:00pm). Please limit contacts with church staff to telephone and email. 

• Rudy Baergen is working from home these days and can be reached either at 

rudy@erbstchurch.ca or his cell phone.  

• Donations can be made by E-transfer to accounting@erbstchurch.ca, or mailing or dropping 

off a cheque at the church (or with Geoff), or e-mailing Dianne Ritz:accounting@erbstchurch.ca 

to join the AFT (by far the best option for ESMC). 

NEW! Update from Discernment Team 

After several meetings this week, and with the assistance of Betty Pries, the report and 

recommendations are nearing completion. The Discernment Team and Betty will be meeting with 

Jodie on Monday and Church Council on Tuesday to present the report. The report will be distributed 

to the congregation in early June. 

Please continue to be in prayer for everyone involved as we seek the Spirit's guidance and grace 

through this process. 

Henry Paetkau, Gretta Unger-Peters, Nancy Brubaker 

NEW! CANCELLATION:  Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and social distancing the annual Erb 
Street Senior June picnic is cancelled for this year.  

 
Registration is open for Vacation Bible Camp, July 13-17 at Knox Presbyterian Church! Theme: 

God's Great Big Beautiful World. Register: https://knoxwaterloo.ca/ssl/forms/view.php?id=32564 

 

Offering Update as of May 17, 2020 

  

Offering incl average of 

AFT 
Budget 

Ahead of Budget 

(Behind Budget) 

Current Week $2,542.80  $6,413  ($3,871) 

Year to Date $84,964.65  $128,267 ($43,302) 

Last Year this time Year to 

Date $94,472.94  $129,539 ($35,066) 

Loose change offering for refugee sponsorship: $0.00 coin + $0.00 donation, YTD: $863.15 
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Kindred Credit Union offers you a unique way to invest through Church Builder GICs. You invest 

in a guaranteed investment certificate (GIC) that earns a competitive interest rate and, in return, 

Kindred donates an additional 0.25% interest to the church of your choice. If you are interested in 

investing, contact Kindred before June 28 and consider naming Erb Street Mennonite Church as the 

bonus interest recipient. Info: call/visit your local branch or kindredcu.com 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

NEW! Empty Bowls  Although, we aren’t able to get together to enjoy delicious soups for Empty 

Bowls, you still have the opportunity to purchase a beautifully crafted bowl.  All bowls were handmade 

by local potters and donated to the Empty Bowls event and will be available for purchase on May 21, 

at 12pm.  For more details see    thefoodbank.ca/emptybowls  

NEW! Webinar: Spiritual Resiliency, Dementia and Caregiving during Uncertain Days: 

Staying grounded through hopeful stories and faithful practices 

Accompanying a person with dementia has never been easy, but perhaps at no time in history has it 

been more challenging than today. The media is filled with inspiring images of professional caregivers 

who demonstrate amazing courage and endurance, day after day, but less attention is paid to those 

quietly giving care at home.  These “invisible” helpers are angels as well—and they are tired, isolated, 

at physical risk and worried about the future. During this free live webinar, presenter Janet L. Ramsey 

along with Jane Kuepfer will raise questions about the intersection of faith and caregiver health: 

emotional, social, and spiritual, on Thursday May 28, at 12pm. Register: www.grebel.ca/sa  

The 2020 Run for Relief is going virtual! Between May 28 and June 1, you are invited to plug in, 

crank up the bear, and join the efforts for a great cause – relief, development, and peace in the name 

of Christ. Shake off the self-isolation rust or strive for your personal best. Run, walk, skip, bike, swim 

or step – the options are endless. No matter how you choose to get your heart beating, it will be 

beating together with dozens of others to take steps toward change in the world.  

Info: nhmrs.com.run-for-relief 

Spring into Auction: 100 Quilts for 100 Yeas of MCC (Mennonite Central Committee), Saturday 

May 30 at 10:00am. You will have the chance to be the highest bidder on your favourite quilt at this 

year’s online auction. The NHMRS (New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale) quilt auction online event 

will feature a special collection of 100 quilts curated by the NHMRS Quilt Committee – one quilt for 

each year of MCC’s service. Info: nhmrs.com 

NEW! NHMRS just added another 30 small quilts as an online silent auction. This is a special 

collection of 30 small quilts including crib, lap, table runners, wall hangings and a beautiful quilted 

rug. Don’t take a chance and miss out on purchasing your favourite quilt. This collection is available 

to purchase at buy-it-now prices. Bidding opens tomorrow (Saturday) at 7:00am and continues until 

May 30 at 5:00pm. 

 

NEW! Webinar Series: The Anabaptist Story Virtual Museum and Archive Tour 

Watch The Anabaptist Story Lives On: Virtual Museum and Archives Tour with Anabaptist museums, 

archives and heritage centres across North America. Beginning May 12 at 8 pm EDT and on Tuesday 

evenings following, watch 20-minute presentations followed by a chance to ask questions. 

On Tuesday June 30, Laureen Harder-Gissing from the Mennonite Archives of Ontario will present 

"Family Trees: Why We Create Them, and What They Say About Us," featuring images from 

our Growing Family exhibit. Free Registration/Info: https://www.tourmagination.com/vtour/ 
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NEW! From Canadian Mennonite University (CMU) 

1-On June 5 CMU Alumni from across Canada and beyond, are invited back to the cafeteria - this 

year for a Virtual Chicken Fingers and Fries. The evening’s program will feature diverse musical 

guests including the renowned George Herberts! Full details coming soon at www.cmu.ca, or email 

j.derksen@cmu.ca for details.  

2-The CMU Farm is celebrating 10 years of learning, growing, and farming for change.  The Metanoia 

Farmers’ Cooperative is a group of CMU students and alumni who are responsible for running both the 

CMU Farm on campus and working 14 acres of associated land near the village of Neubergthal. All of 

them are emerging farmers: lovers of God's good creation motived by their faith to learn and develop 

skills they may or may not have grown up with, in order to learn and practice sustainable 

agriculture.  Read about their story at https://media.cmu.ca/story-cmufarmtenthanniversary  

3-This month on Sunday@CMU, CMU's President Dr. Cheryl Pauls, opens and reads selections from 

The Believer's Church Bible Commentary series (7 of which have been, or are being written, by CMU 

faculty).  These excerpts framed under the theme, A Way into Scripture for All, act as a form of 

meditation and reflection.  The Sunday May 24 program is focused on the commentary on Joshua, 

written by Dr. Gordon Matties. https://media.cmu.ca/sunday-at-cmu-may-2020 

 

NEW! New announcements this week  

*Check bulletin board and literature table for more information. 

Church Office:  519.886.3570   www.erbstchurch.ca    https://www.facebook.com/hymn606/   
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