
ERB STREET MENNONITE CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sunday December 20, 2020 

                                                   CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

NEW! We are invited to join Waterloo North Mennonite Church for a Longest Night 

service December 21, 7:00pm virtually via zoom. In this season of light and celebration, you are 

welcome to come embrace this longest night of the year together. In a service of prayer and poetry, 

silence and song we will receive the darkness together. Call the church office for the link.  

To prepare for this time of worship please have a candle or lantern with you, along with paper and a 

pen (coloured pencils, markers, paints, if you wish). There will be opportunities throughout the 

service to reflect by writing or sketching, but you may also choose to reflect in silence. Most 

importantly, come as you are. 

NEW! We look forward to celebrating our Christmas Eve worship on Thursday December 24 at 

7:00pm to commemorate the birth of Jesus. The service will be via Zoom (the link is the same as for 

regular Sunday worship). We invite you to have a lit candle nearby, and an unlit candle available for 

each member of your household.  As usual, we are receiving a special offering. The offering will be 

divided evenly between House of Friendship and the YWCA Emergency Shelter. You may donate by 

cheque payable to Erb Street Mennonite Church, marked for Christmas Eve offering in the memo line, 

(dropped off or mailed) or by E-transfer sent to: accounting@erbstchurch.ca  

NEW! During these Christmas weeks, Pastors will be taking some time off to rest and to 

celebrate Christmas and New Years. We pray that everyone will stay safe and keep well, but as usual, 

Pastors are available in case you need them. Their telephone numbers are listed in the announcement 

sheet and Phone Directory. 

NEW! Church Office Hours Week of December 22-24:  9:00am-3:00pm. Closed Christmas Day. 

Week of December 29-31: 9:00am – 2:00pm. Closed New Year’s Day. 

 

NEW! You can make your final 2020 donation on Tuesday December 29, Wednesday December 30 

or Thursday December 31, during church office hours (9:00am-2:00pm). If those times are not 

convenient for you, please call or email Joyce Collard (accounting@erbstchurch.ca) to arrange when 

your donation can be received. 

❖ Worship services Sundays 10:00am online through Zoom.  For the zoom link please call 

the church office. 

❖ Our church building is still mostly closed but the church office is open.  

Please continue to maintain safe procedures in the church facility. Please limit your contact with 

church staff to phone calls and emails. If it is necessary for you to come into the church 

building, please observe the following procedures for everyone's safety: if possible call ahead, 

wash or sanitize your hands upon entering the building, maintain recommended personal 

distance at all times and wear a mask. 

❖ Our Pastors are working from home with limited church office hours. 

Please feel free to connect with them by cell phone or email.  

Rudy: rudy@erbstchurch.ca       Jodie: jodie@erbstchurch.ca     Steph: steph@erbstchurch.ca  

❖ Donations can be made by E-transfer to accounting@erbstchurch.ca, or mailing or dropping 

off a cheque at the church (or with Geoff), or e-mailing: accounting@erbstchurch.ca  
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NEW!  Join us for a joy-filled worship service the Sunday after Christmas, December 27!  A 

highlight of this time will be a concert of music, dance and drama by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, 

Bells Choir and Orchestra in Temple Square, Utah.  Entitled, "O come Little Children", this concert will 

appeal to all ages!  NOTE:  You may want to view this service on a screen larger than your laptop or 

phone, if possible. 

NEW! Regular weekly prayer time via Zoom on Tuesday mornings will be suspended during the 

weeks over Christmas and resume on Tuesday January 5. 

Christian Education  

1-Children’s Sunday school will meet on Zoom Sunday mornings at 9:30am. Each week we will 

have a time of sharing, read a story together, and get to see our friends.  

2-Youth and Jr. Youth Sunday school will happen every other week at 1:00pm on the Church 

Service Zoom Link. 

Each week we will have a time of catching up, read a Bible story together, and apply that story to our 

every day lives.  

 
NEW! Update to the Congregation from Church Council from meeting December 9, 2020 

1. The special offering on Christmas Eve will be divided between House of Friendship and the YWCA 

Emergency Shelter (formerly Mary's Place). 

2. Council voted to appoint a "Ministry Team", made up of congregants, to support the transition to 

new leadership after Rudy's departure on 31 January 2021.  The details and composition of the 

team are currently under development, and when the plan is finalized, we will announce this to 

the congregation.  We are also working to identify our long-term pastoral needs and coordinating 

with MCEC (Mennonite Church Eastern Canada) to determine what options may be available.   

3. In the new structure, the Finance Committee was combined with the Gift Discernment 

Committee under the vision of Stewardship of Gifts.  Council decided to re-establish a separate 

Finance Committee and are pleased to report that the committee will be chaired by Joyce 

Collard, joined by Len Jewitt, Doug Blair and Geoff Vanderkooy. In the new year when we review 

our structure as part of Phase 3, we will formalize this adjustment. 

 

Offering Update as of December 13, 2020 

  

Offering incl average of 

AFT 
Budget 

Ahead of Budget 

(Behind Budget) 

Current Week $4,676.50 $6,413  ($1,737) 

Year to Date $219,013.25 $320,667 ($101,654) 

Last Year this time Year to 

Date $253,018.50 $323,848 ($70,830) 

Loose change offering for refugee sponsorship: $0.00 coin + $0.00 donation, YTD: $963.15 

 
Feel free to continue to collect loose change or donate towards refugee support 

 

 



COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

Erb Street Message of care – from Margaret Nally 

YWCA Emergency Shelter has been a beautiful part of the outreach and caring of Erb Street 

Mennonite Church for many years.  This year the families are dealing with the struggles of isolation as 

we are.  The families are now housed at the Crowne Plaza Hotel because the shelter is packed with 

single people in dire need of housing.  Would you consider sending a donation to cover a Christmas 

Meal for a family at the Hotel or a Walmart Gift Card to buy gifts for Children?  We usually collect 

lovely slippers and pj’s but this year the Health Unit will not allow donations and it would be hard for 

us to be in close contact to distribute. 

NEW! Please forward your donation to support the families in Shelter. Bingeman’s are supplying 

dinners for a donation of $5.00 so your money can stretch very far. Please send your cheque 

to: YWCA, 153 Frederick St. Kitchener, N2H 2M2. 

Thanks for your always generous response to the dear people of our community who wander seeking 

refuge in the Winter.  I will be doing my usual Christmas Eve Service but this year, sadly, by ZOOM.  

Please keep our friends in your prayers as you plan your own meaningful celebration this year.   

Taizé Update While we appreciate joining "live" together for our services, one benefit to posting 

these services online is that you can join with us in prayer at a time that works well for you.  Feel free 

to forward information about these service to anyone who you think might appreciate Taizé.  Last 

month's service can be viewed 

here: https://www.facebook.com/brittany.jayne.3/videos/10157080391401685  In addition, daily 

Taizé prayers from France have now moved to audio only services which can be accessed 

at https://www.taize.fr/en_article28227.html.  

 

NEW! The December edition of On the Level is available from Mennonite Disaster Service 

(MDS). In our current issue, we offer a timely prayer for 2020, A Prayer Amidst Disaster, written by 

an MDS staff member; read how volunteers are improving the space for homeless in Idaho; and be 

sure to save the date for our virtual MDS Annual Celebration. More info:   https://conta.cc/37n9EGS 

Canadian Mennonite University (CMU) Updates 

- It’s not too late to apply for Winter Term! CMU is still taking applications for study in January 

2021. Consider enrolling, for credit or audit, in an online CMU course.  There are daytime and evening 

course options. Undergraduate course offerings: www.cmu.ca/timetable and Graduate courses: 

www.cmu.ca/gradcourses.  Apply at www.cmu.ca/apply to become a full-time or part-time student.   

-Christmas at CMU Highlights! Enjoy the music of the season and be drawn into the spirit of 

Advent with a curated selection from Christmas at CMU.  Go to www.cmu.ca/christmas for more.   

-Through this Place is a monthly e-newsletter ‘inside, outside and all about CMU’.  Subscribe to 

Through This Place at www.cmu.ca/newsletter. 

 

Mennonite Burial Society Annual General Meeting (AGM) Saturday January 9, at 2:00pm. Due 

to current constraints for in person meetings, this is via online webinar only, so please register for 

AGM at the top of our web site.    Agenda is similar to past AGMs, discussing 2020 results, 2021 

levies and benefit payments, and future plans.  Board and committee positions are available. Further 

details available at www.mennoniteburialsociety.com, or Barry Boese at 905.228.1850 or email 

info@mennoniteburialsociety.com 

 

NEW! New announcements this week 

Church Office:  519.886.3570   www.erbstchurch.ca    https://www.facebook.com/hymn606/   
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