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Erb Street Mennonite Church 

Sunday March 14, 2021 

Lent 2021:  Deep Calls to the Deep 
Lent 4:  A Call to Reflection and Celebration 

Retirement Celebration with Ingried Regier 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Prelude:  Joanne Bender 
 

Welcome:  Marg Hull 
 

Call to Worship:  Terry & Judith Jutzi 
One:  The wilderness is without and within.  It too is part of God’s path, though we fear 

wild, barren places as did the people of old. 

All: When people become impatient, asking, “Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness?”, God answered by bringing healing. 

One: In our barren places, God calls us to wholeness even when we cannot see beyond 
danger, isolation and need. 

All:  We forget that God is already at work in these difficult, painful places. 

One:  Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Chosen One be 
lifted up, that whoever believes may have eternal life. 

All: For we are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

All: We call out to you, oh God, as you call us to deeper healing and wholeness. 

 
Prayer: Merciful God: 

We come together to worship, longing for tenderness, 
because this world can be hard. 
We come longing for light 

because our lives are crowded with shadows. 
We come desperately needing direction. 

Fill us this morning with your peace: 
your spirit is our peace and our path. 

                                                                    (**leadinginworship.ca   Carol Penner) 

 
Hymn:                                               Healer of Our Every Ill          HWB #377 

 
Children’s Time:  Marianne Erb 
 

Scripture:  Katherine & Don Snyder 
 

Meditation:  “Darkness and Light, In and Around Us”             Glenda Ribey Rozomiak 
 

Hymn:  Nothing is Lost on the Breath of God                                           STS #121 
 
Congregational Prayer:                                                                         Steph Chandler-Burns 

 
Words of Celebration: Grace Schweitzer 

    Joyce Collard 
    Marion Good 
    Eleanor Epp-Stobbe 
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Litany of Gratitude and Blessing: Marg Nally, Jen Helmuth 
 

Marg:  As sisters and brothers in a covenanted faith community, we give thanks today for 
Ingried Regier and celebrate her new vocation in retirement. 

 
Jen:  God calls us to many forms of ministry within the body of Christ and encourages us 

to generously share our gifts with others through the work of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Marg:  Ingried, you have shared your gifts in leadership as Communications and Office 

Manager at Erb Street Mennonite Church for almost 16 years.  
 
Jen:  We have shared many things with you, Ingried, over these years - work, play, joys, 

sadness, worship, prayer, confidences, conversations and friendly smiles.  
 

Marg:  God has blessed us richly through your dedication and excellent work.  We now 
bless you, Ingried, as you begin a new chapter in your life journey.  

 

Jen:  On behalf of the people of Erb Street Mennonite church we bless you, Ingried, for 
your retirement. We give thanks for your faithfulness and acknowledge this 

significant transition in life.  We will pray for God’s continued guidance in your 
journey.  

 
Present Ingried’s gifts with short explanations! 
 

Marg:  Ingried, may God bless you and guide you. 
  God’s thoughts towards you are good. 

  God’s plans for you are good. 
  You will live a retirement inspired by God. 
  God has a purpose and a plan for every stage of your life.  

AMEN                                (**Words for Worship 2)   
 

Reflections:  Ingried Regier 
 
Introduction of hymn: Joanne Bender 

 
Hymn   God Be With You Till We Meet Again                                          HWB #430 

 
Invitation:  Brenda Jewitt 
 

Benediction: Glenda Ribey Rozomiak 
 Through the transitions of our lives, God is calling us to wholeness. Although 

we may or may not see such times as possibility, God is already at work.  As 
we rest in the long nights of winter and anticipate the longer days of spring, 
a cosmic spark restores us.  Look to Christ in faith, noticing the many ways 

God’s words and eyes and hands and feet bring healing and wholeness.  Go 
with the shining light of Christ.  AMEN.  

 
Postlude: Joanne Bender 
 

Break out rooms: 
Two options: 

   ~ conversation with Ingried! 
   ~ conversation with whomever! 
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Healer of Our Every Ill HWB #377 (VT #644) 
             Text: Marty Haugen, 1986, Gather, 1988 

Music: Marty Haugen, 1986, Gather, 1988 
Text and Music copyright © 1987 G.I.A. Publication, Inc. 

                           Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
                                                            ONE LICENSE #A-728906. All rights reserved.                   

                                             Nothing is Lost on the Breath of God STS#121 (VT#653) 
                          Text: Colin Gibson (New Zealand) 

                                                                                                  Music: Colin Gibson 
                                                                             © 1996 Hope Publishing Company 

 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
                                                            ONE LICENSE #A-728906. All rights reserved.                   

God Be With You Till We Meet Again HWB #430 
Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, Gospel Bells, 1880, 

Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, the English Hymnal, 1906 
                                                                                                                        Copyright ©Oxford University Press, London 

                                                                                                                                  Public Domain. 

 


